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Among the most innovative, 
noteworthy green designs 
are those which transforms 
and upgrade existing resort 
concepts, such as green 
resorts design, by making 
them sustainable in com-
position and eco-friendly 
in function. Having in mind 
building sustainability, eco-
resorts presented particular 
design challenges. 

The heat is on, and it’s easy to daydream about a relax-
ing getaway in a distant land. We’ve seen an incredible 
array of eco-friendly resorts spring up around the world 
that bring you closer to nature while providing top-notch 
luxury accommodation. Whether you’re dreaming of 
a romantic, isolated beach paradise, a cozy cottage, 
or even a forested mountain lodge, or a hobbit home, 
please read on our adventure in this edition.
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Design Discussion

Saffire Resort

Read More
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The site is located at Coles Bay on the 
east coast of Tasmania, and overlooks 
Great Oyster Bay, the Hazards and the 
Freycinet Peninsula. The client brief 
was for an intimate luxury resort, of 20 
private suites that was is intended to be 
a destination in its own right and mainly 
cater to inbound interstate or international 
- guests. It will provide for (and possibly 
create) a new high end tourist market in 
the state. Also important to the client was 
that the project had an iconic, highly rec-
ognizable form that also related to the 
natural site.

An Interview Session with Dede Krishna-
dianty (Economic Intrument Specialist, 
Green Economy Division WWF)

Ecotourism provides an outlet for peo-
ple to experience the environment di-
rectly. How are we able to understand 
our impact on the environment if we don’t 
experience it firsthand? We’re not talking 
about spending a day at your local public 
park–that’s a great start but the manicured 
lawns and neatly organized landscaping 
don’t compare to the vibrant rainforests or 
unaltered mountain ranges. Ecotourism 
reflects a growing movement to create 
ecologically sustainable infrastructure that 
advances habitat restoration and conser-
vation efforts.

Ecotourism and Sustainable 
Resorts

  Source : archdaily.com
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Finca Rosa Blanca Media Publication

AQ DULUX INVITATIONAL 2016

Read More
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Sometimes as the tourist, we want to feel human finger-
prints on the places where we slip into bed. We want 
to feel transported—to a distinctive place, to someone 
else’s creative vision for bringing beauty to the world. 
Finca Rosa Blanca is one of those places. Just 20 min-
utes from the international airport in San José, it’s an 
ideal first or last stop for a trip to the coast or the cloud 
forest or the volcanoes, but it’s also a destination in its 
own right.

Media Publication of AQ DULUX INVITATIONAL 
2016 published in Registry Magazine - October 2016 
page.206. ARKdesign Quarterly/ AQ held the AQ DU-
LUX INVITATIONAL, as an annual fund raising event 
awarding the best player with a rotating AQ Cup on 
September 14, 2016 at Damai Indah Golf Course, Pan-
tai Indah Kapuk, Jakarta.

  Source: fincarosablanca.com
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Green Escape Resorts for Sustainability

Among the most innovative, noteworthy green designs are those which trans-
forms and upgrade existing resort concepts, such as green resorts design, by 
making them sustainable in composition and eco-friendly in function. Having in 
mind building sustainability, eco-resorts presented particular design challenges. 

At the same time, the challenge in many traditional re-
sort areas is to find more sustainable forms of tourism, 
as the traditional ‘bucket and spade’ holiday declines. 
In those resorts where tourism is now the dominant ele-
ment in the local economy, failure to do this will prob-
ably mean that the community has little or no future.

From an architectural point of view, designing and 
building a sustainable eco-resort goes deeper than just 
sorting renewable materials and ensuring a small car-
bon foot print. The activity offered to these new breed 
of tourists, must also be designed to be eco-friendly.

Planning a resort of this nature is from its onset, a 
focused vision which drives the planners to map out 
activities, guests profile, marketing strategies and op-
erating costs, to ensure it all works together in synergy 
efficiently.

Any waste or inefficiency must be thoroughly thought 
out from planning stages to ensure it is sustainable. 
Activities maybe jointly operated with local communi-
ties; the type of power generation or laundry detergent 
the resort uses for example, all forms a chain of events 
using resources that should be efficient and sustainable. 

Tourism as a main driver of a local economy, must 
similarly be educated to a more eco-friendly and sus-
tainable tourism lifestyle. In a diving resort in Indonesia 
for example, the hotel operator has a very effective yet 
friendly system to limit the use of bottled water by nam-
ing and refilling bottles until a guest leaves the resort. 
These types of innovative ways are needed from all 
stakeholders to create the future of resort designs and 
operations for a cleaner and sustainable planet.

Paul Tan
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Unique Eco-Resorts in the World
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Saffire Resort

The site is located at Coles Bay on the east coast of Tasmania, and overlooks Great 
Oyster Bay, the Hazards and the Freycinet Peninsula. The client brief was for an intimate 
luxury resort, of 20 private suites that was is intended to be a destination in its own right 
and mainly cater to inbound interstate or international - guests. It will provide for (and 
possibly create) a new high end tourist market in the state. Also important to the client 
was that the project had an iconic, highly recognizable form that also related to the natu-
ral site.
 
The resort is organic in its relationship to the site and is intentionally evocative of costal 
forms. However, the form also works with the programmatic requirements of the brief. 
Essentially the main resort building (or Sanctuary) is entered from the tail and when in-
side opens into a large volume that provides a panoramic view of the Hazards and Great 
Oyster Bay. 

One of the main challenges of the design was to reconcile the client (and market’s) per-
ception of luxury and still capture elements of the unique Tasmanian context. The view is 
important part of this, however, materials, colors, scale and form also contribute strongly. 

Where possible issues relating to sustainable design were considered however this was 
also balanced against construction issues on a remote site and market expectations for 
luxury resorts (both in material selection and building services). A major consideration for 
the project was water usage in what is typically a drought affected area. New rain water 
collection & storage infrastructure were built (off site) as part of the project for use by the 
development and the nearby township as well as sewage treatment facilities. 

Rainwater from roofs is also collected and re-used in the reflection pools, as well as wa-
ter efficient devices being specified. Another important factor, due to the predominately 
cool climate and south facing site, was heating the resort. All buildings are well insulated 
and high performance glazing was installed. Energy efficient water heating and air condi-
tioning systems were used.

Source: archdaily.com
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Cappadocia Cave Suites

Unique cave hotel that combines the original houses and cave dwellings of the Hittite, 
Roman and Byzantine Periods with the luxurious comfort of the 21st Century. Cappadocia 
Cave Suites is located in the city of Goreme, one of the most beautiful and characteristic 
locales in the Cappadocia region. 

The famous fairy chimneys and fantastic colourful shapes of the landscapes, make this 
region a natural wonder of the world. The visitors could relax and explore this historic, 
wondrous and romantic landscape while enjoying the finest in hotel accommodation’s food, 
service and world famous Turkish hospitality.

If you are looking for an exotic place that mixes modern luxury with ancient, unique history, 
look no further than Bora Özkök’s award winning Cappadocia Cave Suites, a deluxe cave 
hotel with thirty six rooms that were built from ancient caves carved over a thousand years 
ago. 

Featured on the Travel Channel, BBC and PBS, this one-of-a-kind hotel was built and 
designed by Cultural Folk Tours’ director, Bora Özkök. The hotel’s spacious units almost all 
have windows to the outside with no two rooms alike and most feature a Jacuzzi. Several 
rooms have beautiful 200-year-old wooden ceilings and one is decorated in original 8th 
century painted frescoes showing the Maltese cross. The views of the Goreme Valley and 
the Fairy Chimneys from the hotel are spectacular.

Located within the Unesco World Heritage Park, Cappadocia Cave Suites also offers easy 
access to hiking, horseback riding, hot air balloon rides and more. This otherworldly land-
scape is regarded as one of the natural wonders of the World.

Source: www.cappadociacavesuites.com
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Looking for a winter wonderland eco ad-
venture? The Whitepod eco resort located 
in the village of Les Cerniers in the Swiss 
Alps offers a private ski resort, mountain 
chalets and 15 geodesic-dome pods that 
offer low impact accommodations. Guests 
tour the resort by skis, snowboards, dog 
sleds or snowshoes in the winter and relax 
in the luxurious and efficient Whitepod 
domes. The Swiss adventure resort won 
the World Prize for Sustainable Tourism in 
2005.

The charming eco resort is located at an 
elevation of 1,700 meters (5,577 feet) in the 
Swiss Alps and features 7 km of ski slopes 
with private ski lifts. Guests are encouraged 
to explore the mountainthrough various 
types of winter adventures, including down-
hill skiing or snowboarding, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, dog sledding, and 
guided hikes. The ski lifts are the only mo-
torized systems, and the resort offsets their 
energy use by sourcing renewable energy. 
The resort is open in the summer as well, 
when guests can take advantage of warm 
weather eco activities, like hiking, mountain 
biking, climbing and more.

Whitepod

  Source : inhabitat.com

Guests can stay in the mountain lodge or 
they can rent one of the 15 white geodesic-
dome pods with luxurious bedding and full 
service bathrooms. The pods, which are 
grouped around a common historic 1800’s 
wooden chalet, are anchored to wooden 
platforms and are heated with efficient little 
wood burning stoves. Platforms have a 
lighter environmental footprint on the pris-
tine alpine environment than more perma-
nent structures set on foundations.
 
Located up and away from urban cent-
ers, the resort is free from urban pollution 
and enjoys a close connection to nature. 
Whitepod seeks to create, or recreate, a 
link of mutual respect between man and 
nature. Additionally, the resort limits its 
impact on the environment by minimizing 
its water and electricity usage, reducing 
waste production wherever possible, and 
utilizing renewable energy. The eco resort 
also aims to educate and raise their guests’ 
environmental awareness. The Whitepod 
eco resort was awarded the World Prize for 
Sustainable Tourism in 2005.
 
Source: inhabitat.com
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Clayoquot Wilderness Resort offers remote Canadian 
wilderness vacations, but behind the five-star cuisine, 
the spa and the great white tents with fluffy duvets and 
antiques, there is a deep and meaningful commitment 
to restoring the land.

Offering holidays that live in memory banks, while ena-
bling guests to be part of important salmon and wild-
life restoration work through the Environment Legacy 
Program, takes a special team.

From the moment that guests step off the float plane, to 
that first glass of sparkling wine, to that hike through old 
growth forest, the resort staffs are there to offer a guest 

Clayoquot Wilderness Resort

  Source : www.wildretreat.com

experience that is restoring the soul and this beautiful 
land.

Clayoquot Wilderness Resort is owned by the 
Genovese Family Trust. It all started with Richard 
Genovese who had a vision for a new concept of five-
star wilderness resort. His dream was to gently hew an 
intimate resort out of the untamed landscape of Clayo-
quot Sound, with thoughtfulness and honour for the 
land, people and wildlife, a vision that continues to this 
day.

Source: www.wildretreat.com
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A tranquil haven, De Preaux Lodge, New 
Zealand bed and breakfast farmstay, 
is set against a backdrop of stunning 
scenery and is conveniently located only 
5km from the quaint town of Matamata, 
famous for Hobbiton.

Ian and Joy Diprose, the owner, extend 
a very warm welcome to guests of De 
Preaux Lodge. Nestled away in some 
of Matamata’s richest pastureland and 
bounded by the spectacular Kaimai rang-
es, their beautiful New Zealand farmstay 
offers so much more than luxury accom-
modation and excellent service. 

The visitors could enjoy a movie set tour 

De Preaux Lodge

of Hobbiton and local walks to Wairere 
Waterfall, a choice of three local golf 
courses, cafes, hot springs and mineral 
spas - all very close to our Matamata 
farm-stay lodge. And also they could 
experience local attractions and ac-
tivities: Hobbiton Movie Set Tour, Local 
walk to Wairere Waterfall, Great cafe 
and eateries to be enjoyed in the local 
town, Matamata, Relax in the Opal Hot 
Springs and Natural Hot Springs Okoroire 
Hotel, Te Aroha Mineral Spas, Matamata 
Golf Club / Walton Golf Club / Okoroire 
Golf Club and Gliding in Matamata.

Source: http://www.depreauxlodge.com/
index.html
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This low-impact camp in Tanzania is made up of eight domes that offer stunning views of 
Serengeti National Park. Asilia, an eco-tourism company offering exclusive, carbon-neu-
tral camps and lodges across Africa, commissioned Caline Williams Wynn of design studio Ar-
tichoke to style the interiors of these geodesic igloos filled with furniture and objects inspired 
by vernacular design.

The Highlands camp is located on the edge of the mountain forest around the Olmoti vol-
cano and functions as the main base for visitors exploring the wild Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area in Tanzania. Until Asilia came in, the Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area was used 
mostly by Masai herders. The remote, yet luxurious retreat comprises eight tents with sinuous 
Perspex windows that offer views of the surroundings and wildlife.

Thanks to the sensible design and choice of materials for the dome-shaped tents, located 
10,000 feet above sea level, the interiors stay warm even at night and provide comfortable 
temperatures throughout the day. Each structure features wood-burning stoves, hot-water 
bottles, Masai-inspired tartan cushions, ottomans and other objects that strongly reference 
the local vernacular.

Source: inhabitat.com

The Highlands Dome-shaped Tents
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Amanwana Resort

The wilderness hideaway of Amanwana is the only resort on the Indonesian island of 
Moyo, a nature and marine reserve 15 kilometres off the coast of Sumbawa, Indonesia. It 
is a private paradise surrounded by the turquoise waters and pristine reefs of the Flores 
Sea.

Amanwana Resort provides two Suites type of tents: ocean tents set back from the 
white-sand beach with a wooden deck & ocean views and jungle tents to enjoy a peaceful 
jungle setting beneath a canopy of tropical forest.

Macaque monkeys and rusa deer make morning appearances outside the large windows 
of Amanwana’s 20 tented Suites.

Source: https://www.aman.com/resorts/amanwana

  Source : https://www.aman.com/resorts/amanwana
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Millstone Turkey

Cappadocia Cave Hotels are a main feature of the 
Cappadocia area. Millstone Cave Suites is an excep-
tional establishment in Cappadocia, which is renowned 
for its cave hotels. The hotel is situated on a hilltop with 
a bird’s eye view of the breath taking vistas of Goreme, 
Red Valley and Pigeon Valley.

Its position affords the spectator the full view of the en-
chanting dance of a rainbow of hot air balloons simulta-
neously upon daybreak. This is one of the most sought 
after features of Millstone Cave Hotels. So much so 
that the hotel offers a live broadcast of this spectacle 
on its website on a 24 hour basis for those who do not 
want to miss this event. Visitors are strongly encour-

  Source : http://millstonecavestuites.com

aged to watch this balloon fast upon daybreak either by 
coming up to the hotel or over the internet.

Millstone Cave Suites have spacious and comfortable 
rooms with hand carved stone walls employing tradition-
al workmanship throughout. The luxurious and comfort-
able rustic style rooms are decorated with aged teak 
wood furniture specially made in Indonesia. Each corner 
of the room and the hotel is adorned with unique and 
impressive details highlighting Millstone Cave Suites as 
an authentic cave hotel.

Source: http://millstonecavesuites.com/
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The Bushmans Kloof Lodge

In 2000 the Bushmans Kloof Lodge was opened so that the public could enjoy this remarkable location. It was prompt-
ly accredited to the prestigious Relais and Chateaux association, and remains amongst the world’s premiere eco-lodg-
es. In 2008, Bushmans Kloof entered a new era with the opening of a private villa in the heart of the reserve. A fully 
independently catered for family experience, Koro Lodge offers flexible accommodation options for up to 8 people as 
a perfect home-away-from-home for friends and families travelling together, and where children are welcome all year 
round. 

The rebirth of Bushmans Kloof has also had a resoundingly positive impact on surrounding farming communities. 
Apart from creating training and employment opportunities, our social commitment has seen Bushmans Kloof take 
the lead in several conservation programmes and research projects, forming the Agter-Pakhuis Conservancy project, 
where farmers are encouraged to recognise the potential of eco-tourism and convert degraded farmland into blossom-
ing conservation areas.

Other important community and conservation initiatives include the conversion of the staff village to solar energy, and 
the Footprints of the Future project where local school children spend the day at Bushmans Kloof to learn about con-
servation, hospitality and eco-tourism.

The annual Cedar tree planting event hosted by Bushmans Kloof in association with Cape Nature, has over the past 
eleven years seen the planting of more than 150 cedar trees in the area in an effort to help save the endangered 
species from extinction. Bushmans Kloof is also a supporter of the Cape Leopard Trust, providing funds to acquire 
GPS collars which contain tracking devices, allowing researchers to determine important research data about both the 
leopards in the Cederberg Mountains, as well as the Caracal, another endangered cat species.

That’s why Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Wellness Retreat is the proud winner of a host of ecological 
awards, including the Condé Nast World Savers Award for Wildlife and Conservation Programmes, and the coveted 
Relais and Chateaux Environment Trophy. We are proud to be within the Cederberg wilderness area within the Cape 
Floral Kingdom, a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Source: https://www.bushmanskloof.co.za/
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Finca Rosa Blanca

Sometimes as the tourist, we want to feel human fingerprints on the places where we slip into bed. We want to feel 
transported—to a distinctive place, to someone else’s creative vision for bringing beauty to the world. Finca Rosa 
Blanca is one of those places. 

The hotel was born some 30 years ago, when American artists Glenn and Teri Jampol fell in love with inland Costa 
Rica. With Glenn’s mother, they were inspired to build a family home in the highlands. Soon after, bowing to financial 
realities, they began renting rooms to pay for their Central American investment. What began as a hacienda with eight 
rooms has grown into a 14-room boutique eco hotel that breaks the mold in the best possible of ways. Glenn still de-
scribes it as a giant art project and as a sculpture. 

Finca Rosa Blanca’s architecture is famous; an eclectic mix of Gaudi and southwest styles, the buildings have few 
square corners and feature extensive skylights and interior gardens, fountains and waterfalls, pools that flow into 
infinity and exuberant tropical landscaping. Within this amazing hotel and restaurant, Glenn and Teri Jampol have 
amassed an art collection that represents folk art and antiques from Costa Rica and around the world, historical pho-
tos and contemporary art made by a list of renowned artists including Glenn himself. 

Since 1985, when the owner began our project at Finca Rosa Blanca, they have always had several important goals 
in mind: to leave the minimum possible trace of our existence and to be as eco-friendly and sustainable as a small eco 
hotel could. Since the beginning of our adventure on our organic coffee plantation and hotel, we have concentrated on 
an ambitious plan of recycling and regeneration, social consciousness and education.

Finca Rosa Blanca Coffee Plantation and Inn, the first certified sustainable hotel in Costa Rica, has evolved over the 
last 20 years to become the highest ranking member of the prestigious Sustainable Tourism Certification program 
(CST) and the only hotel that has achieved a perfect score of 100%.

Source: https://www.fincarosablanca.com/en/

  Source : https://www.fincarosablanca.com/en
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Ecotourism and Sustainable Resorts

Interview with Dede Krishnadianty (Eco-
nomic Instrument Specialist, Green Econo-
my Division WWF)
Ecotourism provides an outlet for people to experience 
the environment directly. How are we able to under-
stand our impact on the environment if we don’t experi-
ence it firsthand? We’re not talking about spending a 
day at your local public park–that’s a great start but the 
manicured lawns and neatly organized landscaping 
don’t compare to the vibrant rainforests or unaltered 
mountain ranges. Ecotourism reflects a growing move-
ment to create ecologically sustainable infrastructure 
that advances habitat restoration and conservation 
efforts.

Profile Dede Krishnadianty (Economic Instrument 
Specialist, Green Economy Division WWF)
After obtaining her Bachelor degree in Architecture, she 
had been working as an Architect and master planner 
for some projects in Bali and Koh Samui-Thailand. Her 
interest in Development and Sustainability path her way 
to pursue a graduate degree in Environmental studies 
at Melbourne University, Australia. Currently she works 

for World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Indonesia at 
Green Economy Division. She is a lead author for Best 
Environment Equitable Practices (BEEPs) eco-accom-
modation guidelines, published by WWF Indonesia.

ARKdesign Quarterly (AQ): What is your main insight 
as an environment activist in the sustainable tourism 
field? 
Dede Krishnadianty (DK): As defined by UNWTO 
(United Nations World Tourism Organization), Sustain-
able Tourism is tourism that takes full account of its 
current and future economic, social and environmental 
impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, 
the environments and host communities. As our coun-
try’s tourism sector modalities is its nature, therefore, I 
sought sustainable tourism is prerequisites to support 
conservation effort in order to preserves the modality, 
this principle must be hold by all tourism actors. 

AQ: What comes to your mind when we talked about 
ecotourism? And what are the basic principles of eco-
tourism relate with how to build sustainable resorts?

DK: The term “ecotourism” itself become jargon and 
losing its meaning. Nowadays, ecotourism concept is 
rapidly developed in Indonesia as it is believed as one 
of best solution to compromise between conserva-
tion and economy in a sustainable way. I would like to 
refer the meaning of ecotourism based on WWF called 
“responsible tourism”. Responsible tourism hold three 
basic principles: (i) act responsibly to biodiversity and 
reduce ecological footprint; (ii) act responsible to local 
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community and respect local culture; (iii) act respon-
sibly by contributing to green economy (sustainable 
business). So when it comes to sustainable resort, for 
sure to be sustainable it has to comply with the three 
principles in all phase of its development (from design, 
construction and its management).

AQ: Where do you see the main challenges for sustain-
able travel and tourism? Where are the main opportuni-
ties?
DK: The challenge lies on how we want to put persona 
on our land, our home, our beauty of Indonesia. As for 
now Indonesia government has set target of 20 million 
tourist visits by 2020, which is a huge number, a mass 
tourism concept that could jeopardize our environment 
if it’s unmanageable. That’s why such a target should 
come with precautions. If you read on the news, Thai-
land now has closed their three islands due to “exces-
sive tourism” that lead to coral reef destruction. It will 
happen in Indonesia within 5 or 10 years if we didn’t 
manage our touristic destinations with eco-tourism 
basic principles properly. There is a need to the shift 
paradigm about tourism as solely income generator to 
tourism as ‘conservation’ tool to protect the environ-
ment.

AQ: What are some touristic destinations or cities in 
Indonesia that are currently negatively impacted by 
tourism?

DK: There are many negative impacts caused by 
tourism -all three aspects of sustainability- have equal 
possibility to be affected by irresponsible tourism. For 
example in social-economic: locals likely affected by 
land use change from agricultural to tourism infrastruc-
ture such as hotels, road. Other case for instance, local 
fisherman’s access is limited to the sea -due to beach 
privatization- will eventually alter their livelihood or even 
worst reduce their daily income. Further, waste caused 
by littering and excessive single use plastic bottles 
pose a serious threat to our environment, both land and 
the sea, damaging water supply quality as well as sea 
species. It is saddened that one loveliest city in Indone-

sia—Labuan Bajo is ruined by excessive waste dump-
ing almost at every corner. 

AQ: How can practicing sustainable tourism positively 
affect the locals in the touristic destinations?
DK: If manage responsibly tourism’ benefit weighted its 
negative impacts, it has economic benefit as income 
generator for locals, provides variety of new jobs range 
from small scale business such as souvenirs to hospi-
tality sector providing goods and services. 

  Source : www.topten.ph

AQ: Would you mind share your experience in imple-
menting sustainable tourism in certain tourist destina-
tions in Indonesia?
DK: From energy usage views, tourism is a sector that 
energy intensive, it requires significant amount of elec-
tricity and water for tourist accommodation usage such 
spa, pool, hot water, electricity and so on.  To  promote 
energy efficiency to reduce carbon foot print our organi-
zation once had project named TEEIP (Tourism Energy 
Efficiency Investment Program), the program itself aim 
at raising awareness on the importance of saving en-
ergy at tourism accommodation providers (hotel, resort 
and villas), the pilot program targeted some high end 
hotel in Bali and was accomplished in 2015.

AQ: What do you think the future of ecotourism in Indo-
nesia? What are some things (1 to 3 things) that tour-
ists should do to be more eco-friendly when travelling?
DK:  If you notice, Indonesian young people born in 
early 80’s so called Millennials or generation Y is the 
biggest domestic tourist market nowadays –fortunate 
enough that  majority of this group are fully aware of 
the importance to preserves the environment. This 
generation has better understanding on reason behind 
the impact of littering. It’s a positive change toward 
an era where sustainable tourism became a lifestyle. 
Three things I would list as “green tourist” must do are: 
be friendly and buy local’s food, don’t leave any waste 
trace and bring your own tumbler.

  Source : www.tripadvisor.com
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Plaza Ambarrukmo

Location    : Yogyakarta, Central Java
Status                             : Design development
Design Team  : Paul Tan, Felicia Putri, Fajar Abdi Wibawa         
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